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PROCLAMATION NO 163/2019

THE RE- AMNDMENT PROCLAMATION
OF THE BENISHANGUL GUMUZ
REGIONAL COURTS
ESTABLISHMENT PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to
further strengthen courts of the Beneshangul
Gumuz Regional state so that they can
provide efficient, effective and accessible
judicial service based on the principles of
rule of law, transparency and accountability.
WHEREAS, it is deemed neccssary to revise
the variouse amendment proclamations, issud
at different time concernimg the courts of the
region IN conformity with reform programs and
developed ideas.

Now, THERE FORE, In accordance with
Article 49(1) and 3(1) of the revised
constitution of Beneshangul GumuzRegional

state, it is here by proclaimed as follows:
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PART ONE

General Provisions
1. Short Title
This proclamation may be cited as " The
Re- Amendment Benishangul Gumuz
Regional Courts Establishment

proclamation No 163/2011"

2. Definitions
In this proclamation, unless the context requires
other wise:
1. “Court” shall mean supreme, high and
woreda and city administrative courts
established under the auspices of the

Benishangul Gumuz Regional state.

2. “Judge" means a natural person
recruited in accordance with the law
by the Judicial Administration
Commission and appointed by the
Regional Council.

. 3. “Council” shall mean the Council of the

Benishangul Gumuz Regional state.

4. “State” shall mean the Benishangul Gumuz
Regional state

5. “Commission” shall mean the judicial
Administration  Commission of the

Region.
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3. Establishment
Based on Federal constitution and

pursuant to the provisions of Regional

constitution Article 49(1) and 3(1) the

following courts have established:

1) The Highest Court in the

is here after the Supreme Court.

region

2) The Court is

here after the high court

Zonal

3) The Lower Court hereafter is the

Woreda court.

4) The City Administration Courts
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PART TWO

Common Jurisdiction of the Regional

court

4. Principle

1. Regional court shall have jurisdiction

over regional matters except those

expressly reserved to Federal courts.

Regional court shall have jurisdiction
over matters falling under federal

courts jurisdiction up on delegation.

3. Regional court shall have the power to
rule out any administrative action decision
or order which contravenes with the

Regional Constitution.

4. Except those cases decided up on
delegation from federal courts, and
cases which made fundamental error
of law in regional matter, the decision
of the regional Supreme Court shall

be final.
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5. Other applicable Laws
The Criminal and Civil Procedure Codes
as well as other relevant laws in force shall

apply with respect to matters not provided

for under this Proclamation in so far as
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PART THREE

Jurisdiction of the Court

6. Jurisdiction of the State Supreme
Court

b mPAL GCL 0T 0Lnkat 18T 1. The state supreme court shall have first
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b. The regional supreme courts  shall
have appellate jurisdiction over decision
of the city or regular High court rendered
in its first instance jurisdiction as well as
decision of the high court rendered in its
first appellate jurisdiction in variation of

the decision of the woreda court.



ch PHY 700 A7PR 1(A) AT7LTmP C. With out prejudice to the provision

U-s No7eA +50 en-17y stipulated under sub article 1 (b) the
ANFSLC NS ey owe(F Regional supreme courts shall have
netsd &Ce 0k Nl appellate jurisdiction over decision of the

GCe L PTAP on  0LAPI city or High court when the High courts

. approve the Woreda decision in criminal
0L20% 7121 AATM "7 hd. ::

matter.

ao/ (1 22C%F ch MO0 ID aow ot
nA7L HF8e ha?e W& 1E & CL N oL
MA W9 HE SCL WF 89° ML MmPAL,

d. The power to decide on a petition for a
change of venue from one high court to

another high court or to the supreme
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Pursuance of in its appealate
jurisdiction over federal matter may be
appeal able to regional Supreme Court.

3. Application for an order when two or
more High Courts or Woreda Courts
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7. Jurisdiction of State High Courts
1. The high court shall have the
Jurisdiction over the following cases:

a. Not with standing matters falling
under the jurisdiction of high
court pursuant to the civil and
criminal procedur laws and other

laws,

1. The high court shall have
jurisdiction over cases on movble
properties an amount in exess of
100,000 /one handred thouthend
birr/or cases that the value of
which can not be expressed in
mony.

2. The high court shall have

Jurisdiction over cases on immovble

properties an amount in exess of

200,000/ two handred thouthend birr/

b. Matters falling under the jurisdiction of
federal first instance court by

delegation:

¢, Application for change of venue  from
one woreada court to another woreda

court or to itself when both woreda

courts are under its supervision:
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d, Application for an order when two or

more woreda court under its supervision

claims or disclaim jurisdiction over

case.However, order given under, sub
Article /c/ and (d) of this Article shall be

Subject to no appeal.
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With out prejudice to judicial power vested in
other organs by law, the woreda court shall

have jurisdiction over following cases:
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1) Not with standing matters falling under
the jurisdiction of woreda court pursuant
to the civil and criminal procedur as well

as other laws:

a. The woreda court shall have
jurisdiction over cases on movble
properties an amount not in exess of
100,000 /one handred thouthend
birr/or cases that the value of which

can not be expressed in mon
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B. Jurisdiction over cases inmovble
properties an amount not in exess of

200,000/ two handred thouthend birr/

2) Appellate jurisdiction over decisions

of social courts.

9. Jursdiction of High Court of city
Administration.
City administration high court shall have

jursdiction over the following matters

1. Civil matters under city
administration and for movable property
with  monietry  value  exceeding
100,000/hundred  thousand Birr/ and
immovable property with monitery value
exceeding  200,000/twenty  hundred
thousand Birr/

2. Appellate jurisdiction over civil and criminal

matters decided by woreda court.

3. Application for change of venue  from one
woreda court to another woreda court r to

itself.
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4. Application for an order when two or

more woreda court s under its supervision

claims or disclaim jurisdiction over case.

10. Jursdiction of City Administration
Worda Courts

Without prejduce to jurisdiction of worda

courts to see matters under city

adminstratin and listed under the

provisions of civil and criminal

procedures as well as other laws.

1. civil matters under city administration
and for movable property with monietry
value not exceeding 100,000/hundred
thousand Birr/ and immovable property
with monitery value not exceeding
200,000/twenty hundred thousand Birr/

2. Appellate jurisdiction over decisions of
city kebele and social courts
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PART FOUR

Power and Duties of Court leaders

11. Powers and duties of the  President
of the Supreme Court.

The president of the Supreme Court shall
be accountable to the council and shall
have the following powers and duties:

1) Represent the regional judicial Organ:
2) Prepare and submit to the council
the work plan and budget of the
Courts and implement same upon
approval;

3) Assign assistant judge who is a

lawyer recruited by president to
serve in legal profession until he is
appointed by Judicial

Administration Commission.

4. Place judges of the supreme court

to divisions and round divisions

during the annul leaves of the
judges; administer judges, registrars
and defense attorneys.

5. Prepare agenda for the plenum of

the Supreme Court, determine
participants, call and preside over
the meeting of the plenum;

6. Prepare proposals of draft laws
to be submitted to the council;

7) Submit annual report to the council
regarding the activities of the regional

court;



E+0h7? ooRX TS CECLT ooR &

A8 3 19° PLCIN::
8. AN MA@ V7 oowl PECE
0.7 w AT LPTELAT
POF8L LT POAGTNTA:

1042400 P71 PHAA o030
Lom-PTa? P B LI0G
awal 0P (AAA /T @07
NP ST ShJoHAA
LLINNN:

I8 0PLLE@. G0 ST NaoAhg® NY-
PNC A NAPSTo.  0PCA

LhFTANT £LIDMAN
I8+ PhAAN @NAT  POC-  hEAAY®
POANGG  O.MFTT  ATILLD PTLLS
ASSN ANG-C DART LPLAA 4I04-P
VP GT M7 LhTAA:

(11772 Vo SO 4 Lt A 2 T A ¢ P
ATIMShC 152 h?lavhAh 3~ Fo. AhA-T
20 Navaopn(; AT
0. 08T 1 0AACT Phdn
av 0 3 AANANG T ool AANT
a1 OCYT AL TR PN ovYA
POLKTIN:

TF+

8. Cause the publication of the

journal, and instructive judgments;

law

9 ) Employ, Administer and dismiss court

personnel according to law;

10) Follow up and ensure that laws,
regulation and directives issued by the
well as the

federal as regional

governments be implemented within
courts of the region.
11. Follow up closely and observe the
judges at different level of courts, as
modeled as per societal and ethicatte;
12. Design new working system which
enable the performance of courts of the
region to be effective and efficient; follow up
the implementation of the same;

13. Work in consultation with the
pertinent organ in order to strengthen
judicial ~ function in  the region.
14. Cause the execution of oath by being
present on the appointment of judges and

senior government officials;
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15 ) Implement the subsidy budget
allocated by the federal Supreme Court
for regional courts exercising federal
jurisdiction by delegation.;

16) Works in cooperation with concerned
bodies to make the regions criminal

justice administration more effective.

17) Facilitates ways for the improvement of

proper handling and usage of judicial

documents.

18) Facilitates situations for the judges and

employees to get further education and

training.
19) Perform such other duties entrusted to

him by law.
12. Powers and Duties of the Vice-President
The vice-president of the Supreme Court shall be

accountable to the president and shall have the

following powers and duties:
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1. Discharge duties to be assigned to him by the
president,

2. Act on behalf of the president in his absence or

when unable to exercise his powers and duties.

13. Removal from office of president and

vice President of the Supreme Court

The president or vice President of the
Supreme Court may leave his post where
he decides to resign on its own will or
beleived commiting miss behavior or
manifest gross incompetence in his

leadership

Whith out prejudice to the provision
stipuleted under sub article 1 of this articl
where the supreme court president or vice
President decides to leaves his office in his
own will,he shall have a duty to notify the
head of government in writing prior to 3

months of leaving his office.

The president and vice president of the
Supreme Court can be a judge while they
are resigns from their power by their free
will though they do not commit fault in

judiciary act.
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14. Powers and Duties of the President of the
High Court

The  president of the high Court shall be
accountable to the Supreme Court president
and shall have the following powers and
duties,

1) Represent the court and woreda courts under
its supervision;

2) Prepare and submit to suprem Court the
work plan, budget of the courts and
implement the same upon approval;

3) Place the judges in to divisions and round
divisions during the annual leaves of the
judges; administer judges, registrars and
defense attorneys;

4) Employ, administer and dismiss court

personnel according to law.

5) Submit report to the Supreme Court
and statistical reports every three months
regarding its activities;
6) Send the selection of instructive
judgments and decisions to the
Supreme Court
7) Perform such other duties entrusted to him

by law.
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the woreda court
The president of the woreda court

shall be accountable to the High court
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powers and duties;
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round divisions during the annual

leaves of the judges; administer

judges, registrars and defense
attorneys;.

3. Employ, administer and dismiss court
personnel according to law.

4. Prepare and submit the courts work

plan and budget to the High courtand

implement the same upon approval.

5. Submit report and statistics to the high
court and woreda council every three

months regarding its activities:

6. Perform such other duties entrusted to
him by law applications direct the

same or respond accordingly
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16. Power and Duties of the Core Process
Owner,
Any core process owner who directs judicial
related activities in the courts found at different
level, shall pursuant to this proclamation, have
the following power and duties:

1. Prepare the memorandum of understanding
or team charter of theprocess together with
members of the process;

2. Prepare work plan of the process; follow
and submit a

up its implementation;

performance report where requested ;

3. Provide activities to each member of the
process as per sequentially laid down standard
of the case s; and follow up its implementation.

4. Coordinate the activities of the process and
render support thereto.

5. Discuss members of the process on problem
solving ideas, provide by identifying strong and
weak performance; provide a proposal , through
conducting a research as to the number and flow
of the cases , to the official of the court in order
to put in place a better working procedure;

necessary:
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6. Participate in differencing meeting
representing the process where it is found
7. Ensure that the process activities shall
be implemented as per this sequential
order;

8. Follow up and supervise that judges in
the division found under the process

properly discharge their responsibilities;

9. Receive various complaints related with
court files, submit from the parties;
render a solution or refer the case to the

relevant body, as deems necessary;

10. Perform such other related activities

rendered by court officials.
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17. Powers and duties of the Registrar
The registrar at any level shall have the
following power and duties:-
1) Verify and direct cases according to
the civil and criminal procedure codes
2) Send court orders and decisions to

concerned bodies

3) Receive and verify claims and
applications, direct the some or
respond accordingly.

4) Execute decree or order when
necessary

5) Coordinate and control court

Personnel under his supervision.

6) Perform other duties assigned to
him by his chief.

18. Powers and duties of the defense
Attorney

The defense attorney shall have the following

powers and duties,

1) Give legal counseling service to and plead

for indigent defendants,
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2) Plead or appeal his protest consulting
the accused on the court orders or
decision and according to law.

3) Submit periodical reports to his chief,

4) Perform other duties assigned to him
by his chief.

PART FIVE
19. Hierarchy of Courts
The hierarchy of courts in the
Benishangul
shall be
1. The Supreme Court
2. The High court
3. The Woreda court

4. The City administration court

Gumuz Regional state
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20. Place of sittings
1. The Supreme Court shall hold its

hearings at the capital city of the
Regional state.

High Courts shall hold their
hearings at the cities of their

respective zone

. Woreda Courts shall hold their

hearings in their respective woreda
towns.

City Administration courts shall
hold their hearings in their

respective towns.

5. Not with standing regular hold hearing,
a court at any level may, where it
finds necessary for the efficient and
accesable rendering of justice,
hold circuit  hearings in any place

or area with in its local jurisdiction.
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21. The Working Language of the
Courts

1. Pursuant to Article 6(1) of the
constitution of the regional state, the
working language of the court is
Ambharic language.

2. The court shall provide an interpreter
to a party who does not understand
the courts working language.

22. Court Divisions

1. Every court shall have civil and
criminal divisions as well as other
divisions as may be necessary.

2. There shall sit a presiding and two
other judges in each supreme and
high court.

3. without prejudice the provisions of
sub-Article (2) of this Article, the
following cases may be heard by a
division of the high court with one
judge sitting:-

a) Any order including bail,

b) Other cases specified under
regulations to be issued by the
regional judicial administration

commission.
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4. The president or vice president of the
Supreme Court may preside over any
division of the Supreme Court while the
president of the high court may preside
over any division of the  high court.

5. The president of high court, or presiding
judge or their judges may working in
place of Supreme Court judge who is
absent.

6. There shall be round division during the
annual leaves of the judges.

7. A woreda court judge or president may
work in place of missing high court
judge.

8. Divisions of woreda courts shall preside

by one judge.

23. Open Hearing

1. All cases shall be heard in open courts

2. Not with standing the provision of sub
article (1) here of and with out prejudice
to procedural laws relevant to
adjudication cases may be head in
camera in consideration of
a). Personal life of the parties

b). Public and state safety and securityor

’
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c). Public morality or decency
d). where children appears as a defendant

or witness

24. Defense attorney
1) Every person has the right to be presented
by a legal counsel
2) The court shall provide defense  attorney
at state expense for indigent
defendants where miscarriage of justice
may occur in the absence of defense
attorney.
25. Withdrawal of Judges
1. A judge may not sit in proceeding of
case:

a) Where one of the parties or his
pleader is related to him by
consanguinity or affinity  according
to the Revised Regional Family
Code, or is his spouse a person for
whom he acted as guardian, pleader
or representatives,

b) Where the matter has earlier been
brought to his attention in his
capacity as a judge or as an
arbitrator.

c) Where he has a law-suit or conflict
against  one of the parties

2. As soon as he is ware of the circum
stances under sub-article (1) of his
article, the concerned judge shall

with draw from the bench.
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Where the judge does not withdraw in
accordance with sub-article (2) of this
article, the party in the proceeding
may file an application to that effect
before the case is opened for trial or
as soon as he is aware of the
circumstances  for making the
application.

1. The remaining judge shall consider the
application and render final decision
which is not  appeal able.
2. Where the judge sitting alone, he
shall after considering the application,
refer the matter for to court in which an
appeal lies from the decision of the
court;

3. Where the application is not
substantiated with good cause, the
judge may order the applicant to pay a
fine not exceeding birr 300(three
hundred)

4. The cost of application made pursuant
to this article shall from part of the
costs of the main proceeding where the
application is dismissed; however, the
costs shall be borne by the applicant

irrespective of the out come of the case.
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26. Determination of Decision

1. Where the judges hold a hearing
and where there emerge
difference in reaching decision,
the view of the majority shall find
applicable
2. The minority view shall be entered in

record.

PART SIX;

Division with Not Less Than Five Judges

27. Hearings in Cassation

1. One cassation hearing division shall be
established in the region to consider
submitters to it

2. A cassation hearing divisions is a
division in which not less than five and
not more than seven Supreme Court
judges are nominated

3 presidant or vis- president of Supreme
Court shall be presiding cassation

bench.
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28. Appeals submitted to cassation
Hearing Division
1. Afinal decisoin shall be heard in
cassation subject to prior ruling as to
the existence of fundamental error of
law, and believed qualifying for
cassation by a screening division
where in three judges of Supreme
Court sit.
2. The applicant for a hearing in
cassation shall state the reasons for
alleging the decision to contain a

fundamental error of law.

3. The applicant shall together with
his application submit a copy of
the decision protested and the

decisionsof lower courts.

4. An application for a hearing in
cassation shall be made to the
Benishangul Gumuz Regional state
Supreme Court within 90 days from
the date on which the final decision

protested is rendered.
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PART SEVEN

Miscellaneous provisions

29. Independence of Courts

1) Regional courts at any level shall
undertake judicial activities in a
manner free and independent of any
government department, official or
any other public body

2) Judge shall carry out their duties in full
freedom and they are accountable

only to the Law.

30. Accountability
In the event of engaging in any activity
out side professional ethics, the judge

given account of this according to rules

31. Respect for Decision and Orders
Of Courts.
Any individual, organization or
government  bodies have the
obligation to respect the decisions and
orders issued by courts of the region.
32. Powers to Issue Regulations and
Directives
The judicial Administration
Commission may issue regulations and
directives necessary for the proper

implementation of this proclamation.
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33. Repealed and Inapplicable Laws

1. The revised Benishangul Gumuz Region
court establishment Proclamation No.
58/2006 is here by repealed. The
Benishangul Gumuz Regional State
Urban Centers Establishment,
Organization, and Definition of their
Powers and Duties Proclamation No.
162/2019 and
2. The provisions of the Benishangul
Gumuz Regional State Courts Re-
Amendment Proclamation No0.100/2003

from Article 4 to 5 are hereby repealed..

i Any law, regulations, directive or
decision inconsistent here shall not
apply with respect to matters
provided for under this
proclamation.

34. Effective date
This proclamation shall come in  to force
on the date of its  publication on the

Benishangul Gumuz Lissane Hig

Gazeta.

Done at Assosa, this March 9, 2019

Ashadili Hasen Almahajub

President or Benishangul- Gumuz

Regional State






